LETTERS FROM SAMOA                 217
some other garments, and Belle some towels. Louis is going to give her a holaku too, but has not yet had time to buy it. I hope she will prove as sweet and gentle as she looks, in which case she will be a real treasure.
We had our first visit from Lady J -yesterday. Louis and Fanny had met her already, in Apia, and Belle and I had meant to call ; but yesterday we heard most unexpectedly that she was on her way to Vailima. We sent out word to the boys to make themselves look nice, and when she arrived we had three splendid fellows in lava-lavas and wreaths, girdles and anklets of fresh flowers and leaves, ready to take the horses. We had tea on the verandah, and then took our visitors to see Lafaele in his native house and Talolo in his kitchen ; Lady J -- was delightful to them all, and admired everything to their heart's content. She says she is enchanted with Samoa, and finds it far lovelier than she ever dared to expect But there is no time for more, as the mail must be off to Apia at once. . . .
) August 21, 1892.
r I "HE Mali6 party was very successful, I only JL wish you could have seen the start; Louis and the others, with Henry as 'talking-man/ and Lafaele to carry luggage and look after the horses. It was the first time that Lou was attended ceremoniously with his own 'talking-